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Castle and Authenticity 

Report from seminar in Vilnius 21-23 October 2019 

 

Background 

The directorate of the State Cultural Reserve of Castles participated during 2018-2019 in the Nordic-
Baltic Mobility Programme for Public Administration project “Cultural Heritage alive: Presentation of 
the Immovable Archaeological Heritage to the Public“. 
As a part of the project, representatives from The Directorate visited Norway in September 2018. We 

har a short seminar at The Directorate for Cultural Heritage (‘Riksantikvaren’) in Oslo and site visits to 

open air museums which manage and display medieval ruins in Sarpsborg and Hamar. 

In October 2019 one representative from Riksantikvaren and one from Anno Museum 

Domkirkeodden were invited to a three day’s seminar in Vilnius. The representative from Sarpsborg 

was also invited but could not join due to other tasks. 

We had wonderful days in the Vilnius area, both professionally and socially and we start the report 

by expressing our gratitude to the Lithuanian committee and their colleagues on the sites for sharing 

both historical and architectural knowledge and project experience.  

The main topic through the seminar and the excursions were how to preserve and mediate different 

aspects of authenticity through conservation, re-building, use and presentation. 
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Participants 

Ms Angele Cepenaite The Directorate of The State Cultural Reserve of Vilnius Castles 
Mr Andrius Skorupskas The Directorate of The State Cultural Reserve of Vilnius Castles 
Ms Dalia Ziauberiene The Directorate of The State Cultural Reserve of Vilnius Castles 

Ms Antanina Jarukaitiene The Directorate of The State Cultural Reserve of Vilnius Castles 

Ms Judita Olsauskiene The Directorate of The State Cultural Reserve of Vilnius Castles 

Mr Kristian Reinfjord Anno Museum Domkirkeodden 
Ms Inger-Marie Aicher Olsrud Directorate for Cultural Heritage - Riksantikvaren 

Gediminas Gendrenas The National Museum –  The Palace of the Grand Dukes of 
Lithuania 

Ruta Klimaviciene The Institute of Design and Restoration 

Valdas Lučunas The State Cultural Reserve of Kernave 
 

DAY 1 – SEMINAR AT THE DIRECTORATE AND VISIT TO VILNIUS LOWER CASTLE 

Opening of the seminar 

Andrius Skorupskas 

 

Figure 1 Measures are taken to reduce the impact of erosion. 

First, the programme for the seminar was presented; Introduction to the sites and presentations an 

then, the sites for visit – the Vilnius Castles, Kernavé and Trakai. Challenges are extensive and well-

known in both Lithuania and Norway; decay of masonry and erosion and also how to invite but also 

concerning limiting the number of visitors. Communicating the site’s long and complex history is also 

demanding and the emphasis is placed on the Middle Ages. 

Andrius emphasized the interwoven connection between the tangible and the intangible heritage as 

the sites’ history cannot be told without reference to both historical events and legends. This was, in 

fact, one of the most instructive and recurring issues during both meeting and excursions. 

The reserve area is classified as a ‘cultural reserve’ and the ground is state property. 

https://domkirkeodden.no/en
https://domkirkeodden.no/en
https://www.riksantikvaren.no/en/
https://www.riksantikvaren.no/en/
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Three castles of Vilnius 

Angele Cepenaite 

 

 

The Vilnius Castle Complex has been a cultural reserve since 1997 and cover an area of 55 ha. The 

oldest remains that can be seen today originate to the 12th century but it is presumed that it was a 

previous wooden fortification at the site. The Upper Castle with the Gediminas Tower and the 

Crooked Castle both stem from the 12th century while the Lower Castle is believed to originate from 

the 14th century.  
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Domkirkeodden1 Medieval Ruins and Folk Museum – Research and management of a regional 

museum in Norway 

Kristian Reinfjord 

 

Figure 2 Model of the Medieval church and castle area. 

 

Figure 3 Ruins of the cathedral under glass roofing. 

                                                           
1 ‘Cathedral promontory’ 
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Domkirkeodden and Hamarkaupangen2 is a Medieval church, bishop’s castle and market area 

situated at the bank of the lake Mjøsa in interior Eastern Norway. The medieval ruins are extensive 

and constitute the core area of the outdoor folk museum area which also contain a large collection of 

historic buildings from the region. The buildings also host a regional museum. 

The ruins are protected but also strongly influenced by glass and wooden constructions built 

between 1970 and 1998 by the Norwegian architects Sverre Fehn and Lund & Slaatto. These 

contemporary constructions are also protected and that is a challenge for the museum’s work with 

conservation and display of items and for the presentation of the ruins. 

Ruin Conservation in Norway 

Inger-Marie Aicher Olsrud 

 

Figure 4 Competence building, here represented by a mason's seminar. 

As Norway has comparatively few masonry ruins from the Middle Ages the more important it is to 

take care of and present those we have. There are 122 registered ruins altogether from which church 

ruins are predominant.   

The technical challenges are familiar – general neglect of maintenance or the 20th century’s use of 

strong and irreversible mortars. A main issue for The Ruin Conservation Project has been to establish 

and to maintain a network of masons and other experts to contribute to a best practice management 

of the ruins and other heritage objects. 

                                                           
2 The Hamar Market Town 
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Vilnius Lower Castle – National Museum – Palace of the Grand Dukes of Lithuania  

Dr. Gediminas Gendrenas 

 

Figure 5 Vilnius Lower Castle with the connection to Vilnius Cathedral. 

We had three hours of ‘archaeological joy and astonishment’. In the basement there were ongoing 

archaeological excavations: 

 

Figure 6 Archaeologists at work. 

We were informed about the planning and construction of different aspects of the recreation of the 

palace with all its challenges and controversies.  
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Figure 7 'Time capsule' for preservation of untouched deposits. 

During the visit we were ‘loaded’ with a lot of information and reflections concerning both the 

original site and the rebuilding project.  

 

DAY 2 – EXCURSION KERNAVÉ 

The State Cultural Reserve of Kernavé – World heritage site and museum 

Valdas Lucunas 

 

Figure 8 Hillfort at Kernavé.. 
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First, we had a long and interesting walk in the landscape of the Kernavé hillforts. We discussed 

display and preservation, and also the archaeological record of the site with possibilities for future 

accumulation of knowledge. 

 

Figure 9 The Kernavé town - rebuilt. 

The rebuilt 13th century town was very instructive through its recreation based on results from 

excavations. Very interesting for a Norwegian to see similarities and differences in structures and 

expressions. 

 

Figure 10 Kernavé Archaeological Site Museum.  
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The museum displayed many objects from the excavations. The items were very interestingly put 

together and as such accessible for visitors. 

Neris Regional Park 

 

Figure 11 Re-established grave mounds. 

Neris Regional Park is both a nicely prepared leisure area and a historical site which prominent grave 

mounds appear between the trees. Two of the mounds are re-established for dissemination. 

Trinity Church in Suderve 

 

Figure 12 Trinity Church Suderve. 



10 
 

Finally, we stopped at the Trinity Church Suderve. The church was closed but it was possible to have 

a look inside. 

 

DAY 3 – EXCURSION TRAKAI 

Trakai Historical National Park 

Site guides and the group. 

 

Figure 13 Trakai Castle seen from Town. And a very nice day too! 

The complex history of the site is revealed also in the buildings and the recreation og the castle. The 

peninsula castle was closed for rehabilitation, so we visited the Island Castle only. And how fortunate 

– the site could have held us occupied for days. We noticed generations of different sections of the 

castle and many, many generations of mortars and materials. All very familiar issues.  
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Figure 14 Vaulted ceiling in The Great Hall. 

It was specially interesting for the Norwegians to see building elements that has not been preserved 

or re-established in Norway. An example is the vaulted ceiling in The Great Hall. 

Uzutrakis Manor House 

Judita Olsauskiene 

 

 

Figure 15 Uzutrakis manor House, main entrance. 

The estate was established about 1900 as the home of the Tyskiewicz family. An exhibition of 

pictures of this family’s everyday live was displayed – a very ‘touching’ element. It was very 

interesting to hear the restauration architect explain the different challenges and solutions told by 

the restoration architect at the rehabilitation project.  
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Closing remarks 

Again, the Norwegian delegation wish to express our deep and profound gratitude to our Lithuanian 

colleagues for creating this opportunity to see and to learn of these unique heritage sites and 

objects. We thank you for shearing generously of your knowledge and enthusiasm, and of all 

considerations – material and historical – throughout rehabilitation and management. We wish all 

the best for future work. 

We also discussed possibilities for future collaboration projects, and we shall keep in touch about 

‘The matchmaking Seminar’ in Vilnius 16th January 2020. The general theme for the projects shall be 

‘creative place development’.  

 

Here we are; Judita, Kristian, Andrius. Inger-Marie, Angele, Dalia and Antanina. Picture taken by our 

excellent driver. 

Oslo, 12 November 2019 

Inger-Marie Aicher Olsrud  Kristian Reinfjord 

 

 

  


